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[ P O P S ] LO N D O N

I NT R OD UC TIO N
Privately Owned Public Spaces [ POPS ] / Pseudo-Public Space

Privatisation of public land is a growing phenomenon in cities such as London. More
and more communal spaces are being sold to public bodies or developers, resulting in
them becoming the primary makers of modern cities. This transformation has been
giving rise to privately owned public spaces (POPS), a term to describe spaces open
to the public, formed from deals between the city and the developer in return for
zoning concessions. The areas around King’s Cross current development is one of
the 50 POPSs in Central London.
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K I NG ’ S C RO S S C E NTRA L
[ POPS ] within the context of London

KING’S CROSS MASTER PLAN: Townshend Landscape Architects

Known for its rich history and unique location of converging roads, river and rail; the
King’s Cross redevelopment is one of the largest currently undertaken in London. The
partnership between Ardent, a UK based developer, and the largest pension Fund,
AustralianSuper, brought together some of the best practices in London to provide
urban designs and architecture to transform one of London’s biggest transport hub.
Porphyrios Associates and Allies and Morrisons are joint masterplanners of the
redevelopment scheme. Along with Townshend as their landscape architect, the
project transforms the 27 hectare site into a low-rise high-density framework,
accommodating commercial, residential, retail and community use. The masterplan is
a heritage-led design, where the existing industrial buildings and structures become
‘embedded’ elements of the urban proposals; brought to life through the participation
of 30 designers, architects and interior designers.
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COAL DROPS YARD: Luke Hayes

C OA L DR O P S YA RD ( C DY)
Site History & Architectural Language

The Coal Drops Yard is the latest attraction to the King’s Cross redevelopment. The
coming of the railway has made King’s Cross the hub of imported goods: potatoes,
furniture, tobacco and more. The most vital of these goods was coal, and the CDY
was its coal store. These unusual buildings contain its colourful history from coal
store to warehousing, glass bottle manufacturing, to an ecstasy-filled club scene until
the late 2000s.
Responsible for transforming these Victorian Sheds, the Heatherwick Studio’s iconic
kissing roof remarkably transcended the place into its current high-end retail park.
CDY is a place where art, commerce and culture come together, where visitors will
experience everchanging trends through CDY’s selection of stores and the architecture
that they are contained within.
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PSEUDO-PUBLIC SPACE: The Guardian
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T HE C O URTYAR D @ C DY
Funding, Design & Public Freedom

Standing on the multi-level decks, the courtyard is seen as a corridor that runs through
the Coal Drops Yard, acting as a public space for the visitors to experience the
architecture of this industrial site.
During weekends, seasonal programmes and one-off events transform this quiet
courtyard into a buzzing outdoor gathering point. These events have been successful
in encouraging visitors to socialise and engage within this space.
Throughout business hours, surveillance and security guards watch over this space.
Like many other POPS in the city, these are the developer’s counter measures to
disturbances that may appear in public spaces such as vandalism and noise pollution.
Such arrangements are enforced for the enjoyment of visitors and provide a certain
degree of security under the regulations of their management.
While some might find that these privately set regulations on site can ensure the welfare
of public users, POPS are often criticised by critics and the people as places that are
‘pseudo’ public spaces, restricting activities that ‘public spaces’ should have the
freedom for. Along with the upsurge of POPS in cities around the world, the function
and definition of POPS as the new kind of public spaces have generated debates
between urban designers, city councils and general citizens –
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PO P S - THE D E BATE
Funding, Design & Public Freedom

SPUN: Heatherwick Studio
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The term POPS has been demonised and attacked by various media for one major
reason: POPS are owned by private entities. It was once the responsibility of
local authorities to design and maintain public spaces for various needs of different
users, but now the majority of new squares and parks have become the creation of
developers.
Not bound by ordinary bylaws, these public spaces are under the development’s
own set of rules. Thus, many have negative views on POPS due to concerns over
access, freedom of movement and the lack of a city’s spontaneity. If POPS
continue to increase, would public-public spaces still exist? London mayor Sadiq
Khan has promised to review guidelines for POPS to ‘maximise access and minimise
restrictions’ to help eliminate some of these worries, in London at least.
On the other hand, many believe that POPS are a fresh way of looking at the way spaces
draw life and people in. As a prime example of this, the King’s Cross redevelopment
delivered public spaces that incorporate art and landscaping in the regeneration of
a widespread of abandoned industrial structures.
Government/state-owned public spaces have a tendency of being left vacant, but
with the process of privatisation, developers have the opportunity to invest in these
spaces to create new public spaces that can contribute socially and economically
to the city and its people.
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O P E N CA L L

We call for architects, landscape architects, interior designers, product designers,
urban thinkers and individual designers to explore the notion of POPS and their
potential within the city of London.
All designers are asked to study this particular interest using the site of the courtyard
at Coal Drops Yard, London. Using the CDY as an example will give insight to POPS’s
exploration potential because it is one of the relatively new ones in the city. It is also one
of the largest POPS and multi-purpose event spaces in London, which unfortunately
can often be left vacant during weekdays.
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D E S I GN G UID E L INE
The competition will ask designers to produce three drawings of three different scales
(refer to ‘Submission Requirements’ for more details).

Contextual Drawing: [ POPS ] @ London x 1
The first design requirement is to design an event in the celebration (or not) of POPS
across London. The event will be a series of urban interventions which take place
across a number of (locations of your choice) POPS in Central London, which
you can refer to the London site map provided below. This will be your urban-scale
CONTEXT drawing. These interventions must be consistent to your concept, and the
event should last from 2 weeks to a month. The intervention designs do not need
to be detailed, but the drawing must demonstrate a general configuration of the
interventions, and specifically how they link to each other under the urban context.

Design Drawings: [ POPS ] @ Coal Drops Yard x 2
The other two drawings will illustrate your design for the intervention specific to the
CDY site in more detail. The two drawings can be of any scale and the design must
demonstrate the following:
-

How your design exercises the potentials of POPS

-

How the design fits into and utilises the courtyard of CDY

-

The ability to socially and economically benefit users of the space

-

The intervention being a temporary structure
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site dwg available for download at
www.moooarch.com
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SCHEDULE
Brief Launch

12th Nov 2019

Early Bird Entry Deadline

2nd Feb 2020 – 11:59pm (GMT)

Standard Entry Deadline

24th Jul 2020 – 11:59pm (GMT)

Last Minute Entry Deadline

24th Sep 2020 – 11:59pm (GMT)

Submission Deadline

25th Sep 2020 – 11:59pm (GMT)

Public Vote

Nov 2020

Announcement of Winners

Dec 2020

E NT RY F E E
CATAGORIES
students

Standard

€65

Last Minute

€80

€80
€95
€110

registered
architects /
practices

..............

€50

..............

Early Bird

architectural
designers

€95
€110
€125

for detailed entry guideline, please visit
https://moooarch.com/entry-guide/
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S UB M I SS IO N R E Q UIR E ME NTS

design

context

•
•
•

detail

There is no need to resolve the entire design in detail
The three drawings should be seen as three Snapshots with
consistent drawing style
Three 300mm x 300mm drawings covering at least 2 different scales

Please provide three 300mm x 300mm JPEG submission drawings. They
should describe site context, site strategies, building design, details and
spatial qualities.
Entrants have complete freedom in drawing style and layout; a text file
(could be WORD / PDF / TXT files) with concise and spell-checked
descriptions of your design concepts. Please keep the text to a maximum
of 250 words, your design ideas should be effectively presented through
drawings.

for detailed file-naming and submission guideline, please visit
https://moooarch.com/submission-requirement
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3 x WINNER
[ €1000 EACH + PUBLICATIONS ]

9 x FINALIST
[ PUBLICATIONS ]

3 x PEOPLE’S CHOICE
[ €200 EACH + PUBLICATIONS ]

24 x HONOURABLE MENTION
[ PUBLICATIONS ]

for more information on awards and evaluation, please visit
https://moooarch.com/evaluation-period/
announcement of our #mOOO2 jurors will be published at
https://moooarch.com/news/
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US E F UL R ES O URC E S
The Guardian: ‘Revealed: the insidious creep of pseudo-public space in London’
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/jul/24/revealed-pseudo-public-spacepops-london-investigation-map
Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL)
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/privately-owned-public-spaces
dezeen: ‘Heatherwick hits back at Vessel critics and defends Hudson Yards’
https://www.dezeen.com/2019/09/06/heatherwick-defends-hudson-yards-vessel/
make architects: ‘Don’t take a pop at POPS’
https://www.makearchitects.com/thinking/dont-take-pop-pops/
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